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umphed at the very moment when the whole of Roman civili-
zation collapsed under the impact of the barbarians. When the
world recovered confidence and energy, in the earlier and
greater Renaissance, that of the eleventh century, Latin had to
face the rivalry of the vernaculars. And when the Italian Ren-
aissance restored the prestige and purity of the Latin language,
it also revived the worship of pagan antiquity. From the literary
point of view, the Latin of the Church was thus constantly han-
dicapped, and, as a result, its vast literature remained disappoint-
ing. Its indirect influence was great; but, even in a large collec-
tion of World Classics, it would be represented by very few
titles: The City of God and the Confessions of St. Augustine,
an anthology of hymns and canticles, and, at the very end, The
Imitation oj Christ.

The half millennium that followed the downfall of Rome
(500-1000) is palpable darkness. It affords a wealth of mate-
rials for the historian and the philologist j but for the student of
literary tradition, there is nothing except a few Anglo-Saxon
poems. Apart from its venerable character, Eeowulj has unde-
niable power, but, except in the English-speaking world, it has
not become a classic. Life did not stand still; the future nations
and their vernaculars were obscurely emerging out of chaos.
The figure of Charlemagne hovered, vast and vague, with an
ill-fitting saintly halo, in the imagination of Western Europe.
But the feeble revival of letters under his reign was only a false
dawn. The Scandinavian Eddas and the Song of Roland were
not to appear, or to assume definite form, until the eleventh
century, and the Nibelungenlied even later.

When these rugged masterpieces took shape, the Dark Ages
were over at last, and the great Renaissance of the eleventh
century manifest. We have noted that it came without a date
and without a sponsor. Hundreds of years later, romantic his-
torians like Michelet dramatized the terror which, about the
year 1000, preyed upon the minds of men. This, at any rate,
has some symbolical value. The fatal date went by: men saw
that God's wrath had been averted, and that they were spared